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Curator’s Note

The exhibition’s self-titte GROWING SPACE, is a double entendre referring to the
newly renovated exhibition space at Batting LALALA Midori, as well as the name
of its inaugural exhibition. Coinciding with Aichi Triennale 2022 STILL ALIVE,
which in itself has gone through many developments and transformations
since its previous iteration in 2019, before the pandemic struck. This is not to
say that the virus has been completely eradicated or that we are once again
living the normal and peaceful lives as we did before, the aftermath of the
pandemic is taking its toll — inflation, travel restrictions, you name it. Like
many fellow colleagues in the industry, this is a peculiar period in which we
have all had to locate new ways of curating and communicating with artists,
clients, construction workers, and everyone involved in realising an exhibition.

During a conversation with our London-based collaborating artist, Luc Schol,
who succinctly summarised the essense of the exhibition, that this exhibition
focuses on 'life’ itself — highlighting a coexisting relationship between the
surroundings that sustain life, be it reality or fantasy; the systems that eanble
life; and the actual life that roams these surroundings via the gift of these
systems. Indeed, for us, art is life — an expression of human emotions, a
testament to the human conditions, and a genuine reflection of the times.
The nature of contemporary art lies in its cross-disciplinary quality,
GROWING SPACE attempts to blur the boundaries between art and design
by combining our classical understanding of the world, a theory proposed by
Robert Pirsig — everything behind science and technology as well as functions,
together with our romantic understanding of the world roted in intuition and
principles of form, sensations beyond speech, language and logic.

As many current discussions pivoting towards the dematerialisation of art, this
exhibition aims to initiate conversations and to further question the notion of
what art could mean in the today's world, exploring the interdependent
relationship between artworks, objects and their viewers in a non-
conventional art space, where it exists a continuous stream of sports actions
and children’s laughter from afar. Behind the scenes, it paints a drastic contrast

to the tranquil art space that welcomes children and adult visitors, creating a
game-like setting that reveals the entire exhibition area as a single open world.
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