
 Artist Statement: 

Things often started with questions.


I have always asked myself: what is reality?


Like many others of my generation, I grew up witnessing constant change, perhaps too 
much of it. It was an era of turbulence in which we lived. I was born in Wuhan, a Tier 2 
city in China, which has undergone extraordinary modernisation since 1997, the year of 
my birth. Unlike the changes my parents experienced in their youth, the transformations 
that I witnessed were driven by technological advancements and ideological shifts. When 
innovations and conventions intersect, it’s not evident to how a subtle balance can be 
achieved. And with the onset of globalisation, I suddenly found myself immersed in an 
overwhelming explosion of information. 


An objective world does not truly exist because the world is constructed through 
perceptions, each individual perceives the world differently and we all inhabit our own 
realities. Yet when something shocking or unexpected occurs, we as a group may 
sometimes share the common sense of derealisation collectively. The pandemic 
accentuated the conflict of time and space for all of us, and it certainly evoked in me a 
profound feeling of derealisation, something deeply uncanny. Sigmund Freud described 
the uncanny as the sensation that arises when something is simultaneously familiar and 
alien. During the period of lockdown in London, home became both a space of comfort 
as well as a prison of confinement, the paradox in return created a persistent sense of 
uncanniness for me, further amplified by electronic devices and the internet, where the 
constant flow of information never ceased to stop.


In a post-Internet consumer-driven world, countless information is consumed by us daily 
through technology and social media, and the fragments of consumed information 
transformed into the raw materials from which we construct the fabric of our perceived 
reality. What we’ve been feeding on gradually turns into “reality” itself. And who, 
ultimately, is responsible for creating all the contents? It is us. 


Perhaps we are all living within a simulation, one that created by ourselves.


The London Design Biennale 2021 was centred on the theme of “Resonance", offering 
visions of possible or alternative future imagined and proposed by artists and designers 
from across the world. Although frame by a common theme, each of us interprets it 
differently, and with our biases. Through this series of photographic works, I seek to 
present, through my lens and eyes, what I perceive in others’ proposals to “design a 
better world.”



